
Keeping residents up to speed with the latest Village news

BATTER UP!
It’s time for some good old baseball

WESTSIDE BASEBALL OPENING DAY
Saturday, April 17th – 9:30 am

Parade starts at Centennial Park (93rd & Natchez)

OAK LAWN BASEBALL OPENING DAY
Sunday, April 25th - 10:30 am

Parade starts at 96th & Tulley Ave. at

ROAD WORK COMING - PLEASE CONSIDER ALTERNATE ROUTES

There will be road resurfacing work done on Pulaski Road between 95th and
103rd Streets commencing in May and should be completed in July. (We will
advise once we receive more specific dates from the Illinois Department of
Transportation.)

There will also be road patching work done by the County on Central Ave.
between 105th and 115th Streets commencing yesterday, April 14th. Road work
should be completed no later than July 30th. Please consider alternate routes
and we also ask that residents use extreme caution on neighborhood
streets as more children are out playing with the warmer weather. Speed
limits will be enforced.
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OAK LAWN FIREFIGHTER TO RECEIVE STATE MEDAL OF
HONOR FOR LIFE-SAVING EFFORTS

Lt. Michael McCastland has been selected to receive the Firefighting Medal of
Honor in Springfield on May 13th, 2010. This is the highest award given by the
Illinois State Fire Marshall.

On May 13, 2009, an Oak Lawn Fire & Rescue Department came to the aid of
the Hometown Fire District for a two-story frame residential duplex fire.
Companies began a systematic search for occupants and engaged in an
aggressive fire attack while additional fire companies arrived.

The fire grew in intensity on the second floor working its way through the entire
structure and ultimately down the single stairwell occupied by fire companies
mounting the attack. As fire overwhelmed the strong hold that initial fire crews
had gained, the Incident Commander ordered an evacuation of the building to
commence a defensive attack. Conditions in the two-story structure were
completely untenable with no chance of survivability of occupants.

Roll calls were conducted at the exterior of the building and the Incident
Commander soon discovered that a company officer from the Hometown Fire
District was not accounted for. The firefighter who was with the unaccounted
member stated that they were on the second floor at one point and had been
separated during the evacuation order. It was at that point that Lieutenant
Michael McCastland, with support from Firefighters Keith Giles, Jim Pappas and
Mike Keane commenced another interior attack forcing their way one step at a
time up the stairwell in spite of the intense heat and zero visibility on the second
floor.

Lt. McCastland and crew repeatedly called out for the trapped firefighter and
began a search into interior rooms off the connecting hallway. Finally, a muffled
response was scarcely heard, and through the reflection of a glancing hand light
beam the missing firefighter was discovered in a fetal position in the corner of the
fire room. McCastland physically grabbed the firefighter by his personal
protective gear and man-handled him to the second floor landing to the safety of
the remaining Oak Lawn crew. Because of the extreme fire, heat and smoke
conditions, Oak Lawn personnel as well as the rescued Hometown firefighter
literally tumbled down the stairwell to escape the structurally unstable building to
safety.

Our sincere congratulations to Lt. Mike McCastland, truly a hero, and the Oak
Lawn firefighters who risked their lives to save another. Your community is very
proud of your courageous efforts.



Earth Day Concert
DreamTree Shakers

Sunday, April 18, 3:00 – 4:00 pm
Oak Lawn Public Library

9427 S. Raymond Ave., 708.422.4990

40th Anniversary of Earth Day

OAK LAWN EARTH DAY CELEBRATION 2010
April 24, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm

Wolfe Wildlife (109th & Laramie)

The Village of Oak Lawn is pleased to announce our partnership with the
Oak Lawn Park District for our 2010 Earth Day celebration.

o Tree planting demonstration and ceremonial tree planting.
o Hybrid vehicle on display
o Kids activities
o Plant give-away and raffle (limited supply)
o Rain Garden, Rain Barrel, composting demonstrations



Arbor Day Ceremonial Tree Planting
School District 123 Science and Environmental Center

8901 S. 52nd Ave.

Friday, April 30 at 1 pm

EARTH DAY PROJECT AT CHILDRENS MUSEUM
April 20 – 23

Children’s Museum in Oak Lawn
5100 Museum Drive – 708.423.6709

Make a very hairy caterpillar. You can make a homegrown critter
out of potting soil, a stocking, and some grass seed in the Art
Room

Village of Oak Lawn
One Day Only!

Electronic recycling drop off @ Public Works Garage
5532/ 5550 W. 98th St.

Saturday, May 15 - 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

All electronics will be taken. Anything with a plug will be collected. You may also
drop off used inkjet/toner cartridges and all batteries (except automobile).
Remove all acid or ink and place in a paper bag or newspaper to prevent
spillage. Eyeglasses, hearing aids and gently used shoes will also be collected.
For further information on the collection of shoes please visit
www.sharyoursoles.org.



Please note the items that can and cannot be recycled. If you ever have any
questions about what can and can’t be recycled curbside, please contact
mgorman@oaklawn-il.gov. You can visit www.Earth911.com to learn about
alternate sites to bring your recyclable items that the Village cannot take
curbside.



GreenCare for Troops

GreenCare for Troops is a nationwide outreach program coordinated by Project
EverGreen that connects local green industry professionals with men and women
serving our country in the armed forces away from home.

GreenCare helps more than 2,000 volunteers provide free lawn and landscape
services for military families nationwide. The cost to manage the GreenCare for
Troops Program is underwritten by Club Cadet Commercial.

You may visit their website at www.projectevergreen.com. Military families can
register on line to receive free home green-space maintenance. Individuals and
businesses may also register online to assist these military families.

LIONS OF ILLINOIS
ANNUAL WALK FOR SIGHT

“We Walk … to Light the Way”
2 Mile Walk for Charity

Sunday, April 18
Registration 10:00 am

Walk 12:00 noon
Adults - $20

H.L. Richards High School
10601 S. Central Avenue

www.helpthelions.org


