
Keeping residents up to speed with the latest Village news

2010 Water Resources Development Act

The Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) is a biennial comprehensive
water resources law that authorizes studies and projects within the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers mission areas, including navigation, flood damage reduction,
hurricane and storm damage reduction, shoreline protection and environmental
restoration. This November, the Village of Oak Lawn has applied through
Congressman Daniel Lipinski for authorization for funding for three separate
projects within the Village confines.

1. Village of Oak Lawn WRDA Priority Project Number One. The Village
is requesting funding in the amount of $7,691,000. The purpose of this
project is to expand the Wolfe Wildlife Refuge Lake by 87 acre-feet of
storm water detention to address flooding, increase capacity, eliminate
erosion, reduce sedimentation, which will improve water quality.

2. Village of Oak Lawn WRDA Priority Project Number Two. The Village
is requesting funding in the amount of $6,306,100. The purpose of this
project is to expand Oak Lawn Lake storm water detention capacity 30
acre-feet to reduce flooding. It is also to eliminate bank erosion to save
shoreline, walks, and structures from falling in & improve water quality and
habitat.

3. Village of Oak Lawn WRDA Priority Project Number Three. The
Village is requesting funding in the amount of $15,000,000. The purpose
of this project is to upgrade the existing water distribution system that
serves 12 southwest suburban communities. The water system needs
upgrades to pump, equipment and mains to meet redundancy, reliability,
capacity needs of 12 communities into 2030 planning horizon outlined in
2009 Master Plan.

Hopefully we will be successful in obtaining federal funding for any of these worthy
projects. Once we receive any information we will notify residents.
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HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE

The Village of Oak Lawn, in partnership with Hawk Ford and the Oak Lawn
Municipal Employees Credit Union, will be collecting food and gift cards for a
holiday food drive. The local churches in Oak Lawn will distribute the donations
throughout their parishes to the most in need.

Oak Lawn Municipal Employees Credit Union will also be collecting items for The
Courage Program and Together We Cope.

Items needed: New or gently used children’s clothing in all sizes, winter coats in
boys & girls sizes 14 and up and adult sizes, scarves, gloves, mittens and
children’s boots.

Collection Boxes will be located at the Village Hall, 9446 S. Raymond Avenue and
Hawk Ford, 6100 W. 95th St. .

Brown eco-friendly yard waste bags are on sale at the
Cashiers Window. The cost is $3.00 for 5 bags. The Village
is no longer selling plastic leaf bags; however, if residents
have any left over they are welcome to use them. The last
day of yard waste pickup will be December 4.



Your questions…our answers

You asked: Where can I register to vote?

We answered: Oak Lawn residents may register to vote in the Clerk’s Office at
the Village Hall, 9446 S. Raymond. You’ll need two forms of identification with
your current address to register. It takes approximately 4-6 weeks for the County
to process your registration and mail you your voter’s registration card.

You asked: Can I recycle wrapping paper?

We answered: Yes you may recycle wrapping paper and gift box tissue;
however, there are some wrapping papers that are not recyclable. Laminated,
glitter, foil or plastic wrapping papers are not allowed. Also, ribbons, bows, ties
and string are not allowed.

You asked: Where can I dispose of prescription medication?

We answered: Prescription and over-the-counter medications should not be
flushed down the toilet or sink. Go to Earth911.com to see if there is a
household hazardous waste program in the area. If there is no option available,
follow these steps:

 Remove all labels from the prescription bottles
 Mix unused, crushed drugs with coffee grounds, kitty litter, or another

undesirable substance
 Place in a sealed container and dispose of with your trash

Medicines that are disposed of through the sink or toilet can eventually enter our
surface and ground waters or soils. Contact the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency for further information at 312.744.7672.

If you have a question about Oak Lawn, please let us know. We'll
put the answer in our next A Community United e-newsletter.



CHRISTMAS IN WORTH TOWNSHIP

Worth Township Youth Commission
Christmas Care/Adopt a Family Program

Worth Township Youth Commission Office will accept new toys, new
clothes & slightly used coats for families with young children who are
experiencing financial difficulties through the holidays. Unwrapped
donations will be accepted until Friday December 11. Sue Sortino –
Youth Commission Director, 708.371.2900.

Worth Township Santa’s Room

Children accompanied by an adult can stop in and visit Santa and
receive a small gift. Don’t forget your camera. Enter thru the main
door of Pulaski Road.

3:30 – 5:30 pm
6:30 – 8:30 pm

Mondays – Fridays

November 30 thru December 4
December 6 thru December 11

Worth Township Town Hall
11601 South Pulaski Road

708.371.2900



Christmas Decoration Safety Tips

Christmas trees
 When selecting a real pine or spruce tree, look for a fresh green color and

bendable needles that are tough to pluck off the branches. For a fir tree,
fresh needles will snap when bent, much like a fresh carrot. Look for a
trunk sticky with sap.

 Cut off two inches of the trunk and put in a sturdy, water-holding stand.
Keep stand filled with water to prevent the tree from drying out.

 Keep tree away from fireplaces, radiators and other heat sources. Make
sure it does not block traffic or doorways.

 If using an artificial tree, choose one that was tested and labeled as fire
resistant. Pre-lit trees should have the Underwriters Laboratory (UL) label.

Christmas Lights
 Use indoor lights indoors and outdoor lights outdoors. Look for the UL

label. Check lights for broken sockets, frayed wires and loose
connections. Replace or repair damaged light sets.

 Do not use more than three light sets per one extension cord. Place cords
against the wall to avoid tripping. Do not run cords under rugs.

 Turn off all lights on trees and decorations when you go to bed or leave
home.

Christmas Ornaments
 Always use the proper step stool or ladder to reach high places.
 Never place lit candles on a tree or near any flammable materials.
 Avoid placing breakable tree ornaments or ones with small, detachable

parts on lower branches, where children or pets can reach.

SCHOOL NEWS
School District 123 Early Childhood Screening
What: Children, ages 3-5 years, will be screened in the areas of motor,

concepts, self help, social, and speech/language development. The
district boundaries are as follows: North-87th St., South-107th St., East-
Pulaski Rd, West-Central Ave.

When: February 5 & April 16, 2010.
Where: Brandt School, 8901 S. 52nd Ave.
Registration: Call Lola Vertucci or Ann Contino at (708) 423-8363.

Free for residents



YOUR HEALTH
Cook County H1N1 Clinic Information
What: Residents of suburban Cook County are eligible for H1N1 vaccinations

at any of its clinics. Call 708.836.8600 or 708.974.6160 to make an
appointment. Due to the high volume of calls you might experience a
longer wait time. You must be in one of the high priority groups.

When: Appointment lines are open Monday through Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm.
Where: Southwest District Clinic, 5th District Court Building, 10220 S. 76th Ave.,
Info: 708.974.6160. TDD: 708.974.604

http://www.cookcountypublichealth.org

Laughter – a true stress buster
Mayo Clinic staff reports in an article that laughter has many short and long term
benefits. www.mayoclinic.com/health/stress-relief/SR00034. It is quite natural to
be “Stressed Out” especially during the holidays so do yourself a favor and have
a hearty chuckle.

Short term benefits:
 Stimulates your organs. It enhances your intake of oxygen-rich air,

stimulates your heart, lungs and muscles and increases endorphins
 Activate and relieve your stress response. A hearty laugh fires up and

then cools down your stress response and increases your heart rate and
blood pressure creating a relaxed feeling.

 Soothe tension and stomachaches. Laughter can also ease
digestion and stimulate circulation.

Long term benefits:
 Improves your immune system. Negative thoughts create chemical

reactions that bring more stress into your system which can decrease your
immunity. Positive thoughts release neuropeptides that help fight stress.

 Relieve pain. Laughter may ease pain by causing the body to produce its
own natural painkillers

 Increase personal satisfaction. Laughter can make the most difficult
situation a little easier.

VILLAGE OF OAK LAWN
COMMEMORATIVE CENTENNIAL GARDEN FLAGS

$5.00

Available at the Cashier’s Window in the Village Hall

http://www.cookcountypublichealth.org/
http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/stress-relief/SR00034




Job Opportunity with U.S. Census Bureau

The U.S. Census Bureau will be at the Village Hall on the following dates to test
people interested in a temporary or part time job: December 10, 11, 14, 15 and
17. Testing will be in the Auditorium on the 2nd level of the Village Hall on the
aforementioned dates at 9:30, 11:30 am, and 2:00 pm. A representative from the
Bureau will be on site from 9:00 am – 5:00 pm to answer any questions.

All applicants must bring two forms of identification to the testing location and
pass a written test. For further information visit www.2010censusjobs.gov or call
708.668.9730 or 866.861.2010.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Computer Classes
What: Hands-on classes taught in the Computer Center at the Library.

Participants must be skilled with using the mouse and keyboard. $5.00
exact change, cash only. No refund.

When: December 3 – Word Processing 1. December 10 – Word Processing 2.
9:00 – 10:30 am

Where: Oak Lawn Public Library, 9427 S. Raymond Ave

Energy Assistance Fair
What: Cook County Commissioner Joan Patricia Murphy is hosting this fair for

Low Income Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP) as well as Nicor
Sharing and ComEd assistance programs. Bring the following
documents to apply: proof of gross income for the last 30 days; Social
Security cards for all household members; copies of your current Nicor &
ComEd bills; and/or if you rent and utilities are included, bring proof of
rental agreement stating your monthly rent amount and landlord
information.

When: Friday, December 4, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Where: Crestwood Bingo Hall, 5441 W. 127th St.
Info: Call CEDA at 708.339.3610 or 708.371.1522

Letters to Santa
What: The Oak Lawn Park District will have a mailbox just for Santa to drop

your child’s letter off. Make sure your child’s name and address is on so
Santa can respond. The fee is $2.00

Where: Oak View Center, 4625 W. 110th St.
When: Letters must be dropped off by December 4.

http://www.2010censusjobs.gov/


Annual Breakfast with Santa
What: Join Santa for a delicious warm breakfast. Registration deadline is

December 1. No walk-ins allowed.
When: Saturday, December 5, 9:00 am
Where: Stony Creek Clubhouse, 5850 W. 103rd St., 708.857.2433 ext. 2301

Holidays Around the World
What: Kidworks Touring Theatre Company brings alive holiday traditions

celebrated around the world. Free admission
When: Sunday, December 6, 3:00 – 3:45 pm
Where: Oak Lawn Public Library, 5300 W. 95th St., 708.422.4990

Seasons Greetings starring Rosie & Donn De Santo
What: Donn De Santo and his wife Rosie will play standards as well as

contemporary music and music from the twenties. Buffet lunch
included. Cash bar available. Registration deadline is December 1

When: Tuesday, December 8, 12:00 pm
Where: Stony Creek Clubhouse, 5850 W. 103rd St., 708.857.2433 ext. 2301

Holiday Craft Project: Wreath/Centerpiece
When: Tuesday, December 8, 6:30 pm
Cost: $10. Advance in-person registration
Where: Oak Lawn Public Library, 9427 S. Raymond Ave., 708.422.4990

Trillium
What: Free concert featuring this talented quartet which will perform an

energetic array of Celtic, folk, ragtime and bluegrass music
When: Sunday, December 13, 2:00 – 3:30 pm
Where: Oak Lawn Public Library, 5300 W. 95th St., 708.422.4990

Cooking for Kids
What: Kids in grades 3 – 5 will create Holiday Cookie Jars. Advanced

registration is required. $5 nonrefundable fee.
When: Tuesday, December 15, 4:00 – 5:00 pm
Where: Oak Lawn Public Library, 5300 W. 95th St., 708.422.4990

An Irish New Year’s Celebration
What: Ring in the New Year at Ireland’s time (6:00 pm). Traditional Irish meal

will be served. Cash bar available.
When: Thursday, December 31, 4:00 pm
Where: Stony Creek Clubhouse
Cost: $19/Adults Only



New Year’s Eve Party at Our Lady of Loretto
What: Our Lady of Loretto Men’s Club is hosting a New Year’s Eve Party

(ages 21 and over). Ticket cost is $30 per person or $50 per couple
(seniors cost $25 per person or $40 per couple). Cost of admission
includes music, food, beer, wine, soft drinks, mixers (BYOB) and
champagne toast.

When: Thursday, December 31, 7:00 pm.
Where: Our Lady of Loretto Parish Hall, 8925 S. Kostner, Hometown.

708.4247471. www.ourladyloretto.com

New Year’s Day Dabber Bingo
What: Our Lady of Loretto Women’s Guild will host this annual event.

Admission is $25 for 15 games, including 2 $500 games. Food will be
available. Handicapped accessible.

When: Friday, January 1, 2010. Doors open at 1:00 pm and games start at
3:00 pm.

Where: Our Lady of Loretto Parish Hall, 8925 S. Kostner, Hometown.
708.4247471. www.ourladyloretto.com

THANK YOU TO OUR 2009 FALL ON THE GREEN
PREFERRED PROVIDERS

Boost Mobile
City Beverage – Budweiser

Mancari’s Chrysler Plymouth
Marketplace of Oak Lawn & Green Oak Shopping Center

Mesirow Financial
Standard Bank & Trust Company
Veolia Environmental Services

Warren Oil

http://www.ourladyloretto.com/
http://www.ourladyloretto.com/
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THE VILLAGE OF OAK LAWN
SALUTES OUR RESIDENTS IN THE

ARMED FORCES

Officer Jason Hudson, US Army
Sgt. Jennifer D. Kohany, Illinois Army National Guard

Pfc John W. Campbell, US Marine Corps
Cpl. John Elder, US Marine Corps

Karl Schultz, US Navy
Sgt. R.E. Carlson, US Marine Corps

Sp4 Joseph J Necom, USA
Sgt. John Patrick White

Master Sgt. Michael Dignan, US Air Force
Sgt. Matt Barkmeier, US Army

Spec. Donald J. Balsavich
LCPL Timothy A. Evans, US Marine Corps

The Village of Oak Lawn appreciates the many sacrifices our residents in the
Armed Forces make for us on a day to day basis. Please keep them in your
prayers. If you are an active service man or woman or have a loved one currently
serving in the armed forces, please send their name and military information to
mgorman@oaklawn-il.gov. If any service man or woman would be interested
in receiving the “A Community United” they may do so by sending their email
information to mgorman@oaklawn-il.gov.

LUCKY 5 RAFFLE BENEFITS PARK LAWN

Tickets are still available for Park Lawn’s Lucky “5” Raffle.
Tickets - $50

Grand Prize - $5,000
2nd Prize - $1,500
3rd Prize - $500

Drawing – December 15 at 3:55 pm
(Only 555 tickets will be sold)

For an additional $15, you can purchase a 50/50 raffle ticket. The winner
will split the pot with Park Lawn.

Tickets available at Park Lawn
10833 S. LaPorte

www.parklawn.com or 708.425.6867

mailto:mgorman@oaklawn-il.gov
http://www.parklawn.com/


Please note t
questions ab
mgorman@oa
alternate site
curbside.
he items that can and cannot be recycled. If you ever have any
out what can and can’t be recycled curbside, please contact
klawn-il.gov. You can visit www.Earth911.com to learn about
s to bring your recyclable items that the Village cannot take

mailto:mgorman@oaklawn-il.gov
http://www.earth911.com/


The Village of Oak Lawn would like residents to be aware of available
resources for further information on Fair Housing. Please refer to the
websites below.

Fair Housing Information
http://www.hud.gov/offices/fheo/FHLaws/FairHousingJan2002.pdf

Rental Housing Discrimination
http://www.hud.gov/offices/fheo/

Foreclosure Prevention
http://www.makinghomeaffordable.gov/

Housing Choice Voucher Program
http://www.thehacc.org/index.aspx

For further information please contact the Fair Housing Administrator
9446 South Raymond Avenue, Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453, 708 499-7806

The Oak Lawn Fair Housing Commission meets the third Tuesday
of January, April, July and October @ 4:00 p.m.

in the Lower Level Conference Room.

It is Illegal to Discriminate Against Any Person based upon race, color,
religion, creed, ancestry, national origin, age, sex, marital status, military

status, unfavorable discharge from military service, familial status or
physical/mental handicap

 In the sale or rental of housing or residential lots
 In the appraisal of housing
 In the provision of real estate brokerage services
 In advertising the sale or rental of housing
 In the financing of housing

http://www.hud.gov/offices/fheo/FHLaws/FairHousingJan2002.pdf
http://www.hud.gov/offices/fheo/
http://www.makinghomeaffordable.gov/
http://www.thehacc.org/index.aspx


BUSINESS SPECIALS FOR OAK LAWN RESIDENTS
ONLY

Each e-mail will feature a few Oak Lawn businesses with special offers for
our residents. Just mention that you are an Oak Lawn resident and read
about the offer “A Community United” email newsletter. Our features this
edition are:

Avenue Flower Shop
10632 S. Cicero Ave. Oak Lawn, IL 60453

708-636-7090
www.avenueflowershop.com

~Flowers for every occasion~
Open 7 days a week

Serving the entire Chicagoland area & surrounding suburbs
Come on in the shop and receive $10 off your Holiday order

Valid on delivery or cash & carry
**Not valid on wire orders**

Offer expires January 31, 2010
Must surrender coupon at time of use

WINTER’S ON ITS WAY
IS IT TIME FOR A NEW FURNACE?

Oak Lawn resident with 25 years of experience in removing, installing and servicing

furnaces and air-conditioners! Need your furnace cleaned and checked? Will beat

ANY estimate! All work warranted. Free Estimates. 15% discount to Oak Lawn

residents. Call Ron @ 708-567-1982 or 708-346-0369.

http://www.avenueflowershop.com/


RESUME WRITING SERVICES

Sending out your resumes and not getting the response you’re looking for?
Recent college grad? Old resume needs tweaking? I CAN HELP! I am an HR
Manager (and Oak Lawn resident) with more than 20 years of experience in
Human Resources. Over the course of my career I have literally reviewed 10s of
thousand’s of resumes. I know what works and what doesn’t. I know what kind
of resumes HR professionals find most informative and easiest to read. With the
job market the way it is today, it is essential to have a resume that captures the
HR professional’s interest. So who better to write your resume than ME!
Rates are reasonable and turnaround time is quick. (Also offering Cover Letter
writing services as well).

GET YOUR RESUME TO THE TOP OF THE PILE! - 20% DISCOUNT TO OAK
LAWN RESIDENTS!!

Sandy Killeen
708-650-0636 sandykilleen@yahoo.com

mailto:sandykilleen@yahoo.com




FREE ATTORNEY VISIT

Attorney Michael J. Maslanka is offering a free, in-your-home, consultation
to elderly (65 and over) or disabled Oak Lawn residents. Michael, an Oak
Lawn resident, has been an attorney for 24 years and is a graduate of Brother
Rice High School and St. Xavier University. You can reach Michael at (312) 641-
2424.

Offer good through December 31, 2009.

Thanks for taking the time to read this edition of A Community United.
Please know that your comments and concerns are always appreciated at
information@oaklawn-il.gov


